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What is it?
Climate advocacy is about influencing people and policy to 
bring about positive change for people and the planet.



Different types of advocacy:
       Political advocacy

Legal advocacy

Raising awareness

Community engagement

International cooperation

Empowering the voices of Rangatahi



Why should philanthropy fund advocacy?
In essence: advocacy drives impact.
In the past, the philanthropic sector has generally been reluctant to 
provide funding for political advocacy due to concerns about 
compromising their neutrality but political advocacy can occur without 
overstepping boundaries and appearing partisan.



Why is education a key component of advocacy?
 Key outcomes of advocacy can be systems change and 
behaviour change. To achieve either of these we need to 
raise collective consciousness so that our communities better 
understand and ultimately welcome change. 



How can we support climate advocacy?
Community trusts and the philanthropic sector are in a privileged position to 
support climate advocacy, raise collective consciousness, educate, promote 
awareness, and support systems change through empowering community 
mobilisation and involvement. 

● Kaupapa of National Significance collaborative Fund.



Addressing risks

Community trusts and philanthropic funders can, and should, be involved in 
evolving public policies to better benefit the lives of the communities they 
serve, using more than just funding as a tool.

The focus can be on meeting funder strategy goals and upholding evidence 
and expert advice; rather than showing alignment or bias to any particular 
political party. 



Does the Clare Foundation have any reservations about funding 
advocacy? If so, how are these addressed?

“We see advocacy as a key lever for transformation so do not have any 
reservations in funding it. We carefully consider the political context for each 
advocacy project and whether the project/movement leaders will be able to 
mobilise communities and generate the support needed to create systemic 
shifts. We also look for opportunities to support collaboration.”





Conclusion:
We are in such a privileged position in philanthropy, and we have 
less than a decade to avoid the most catastrophic impacts of 
climate change. Our mahi can evolve to spend greater time and 
investment on evidence-based pursuits or strategies that create 
systems and policy change that translate to behaviour change 
and effective outcomes for our people and planet. We have the 
power and the capital to make a significant difference.


